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Abstract: This paper compares Chinese Pharmacopoeia (ChP), European Pharmacopoeia (EP), British Pharmacopoeia (BP) and
United States Pharmacopoeia (USP) from the aspects of container sampling, container internal sampling and test sample preparation
of medical materials and decoction pieces (herbal drugs), and discusses the problems existing in the sampling method of decoction
pieces used as raw materials of new traditional Chinese medicine in combination with the needs of the inspection of decoction pieces.
Some suggestions are put forward as follows: (1) The relevant departments organize experts to draft the guideline or technical
requirements for the sampling of decoction pieces used as raw materials of new traditional Chinese medicine. (2) The sampling method
of EP, BP could be referred to study the decoction pieces temporarily. The effect of the sampling on the test results should be paid
attention to. (3) Appropriate treatment methods should be determined according to the characteristics of test samples. If the quality of
different parts or positions of the decoction pieces varies greatly, stratified sampling could be used to reduce sampling error. (4) The
source management of the quality of medicinal materials should be strengthened to reduce the quality difference of medicinal materials.
(5) The mixing step should be adopted to the production of decoction pieces to improve the homogeneity. (6) The following contents
should be added to the “sampling method for Chinese medicinal materials and decoction pieces” in the ChP: The batch of decoction

pieces being examined should be homogeneous; Some samples or tests may require more rigorous procedures involving more
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containers being sampled or more samples per container. In addition, the provisions on sampling location in packages need to be

revised.

Key words: Chinese medicine decoction pieces; sampling method; Chinese Pharmacopoeia; European Pharmacopoeia; British

Pharmacopoeia; United States Pharmacopoeia
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SR okt SIS

EP. BP USP ChP

3 3 3 3

10 4 10 5
30 6 13 5
60 9 16 5
100 11 20 5
200 15 30 10
300 18 40 15
400 21 50 20
500 23 60 25
1000 33 110 50
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g (HFELE M 0.10%- 0.15%); 4 4F P35 & 2000
kg I, EP. BP BB/ AhAEEL A 0.10%, 1 ChP.
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USP M WECRE AR 500, 750 g CHiRELE Y 1.4 SEEE
0.025%- 0.037 5%). BN ZEEAIIE N, ChP. ChP 5 EP. BP. USP HREUREE ST ELIK L
USP I E P HFE L R, FlRE R ZE A XTI K * 3.

%2 EP. BP AHNEHE

Table 2 Container internal sampling in EP and BP

P Rk BfFNREKe  RHLAEEEE B BAOEARER  BERIRELL ()%
1 5 1 5 4 313 3.13
2 100 5 20 6 83.3 1.67
3 500 25 20 6 166.7 0.67
4 1000 125 8 4 450.0 0.36
5 2000 25 80 10 300.0 1.20
6 2000 125 16 5 600.0 0.48
7 5000 25 200 16 3125 125
8 5000 125 40 8 625.0 0.50
9 5000 500 10 5 1.000.0 0.20

10 5000 1000 5 4 1250.0 0.13
11 10 000 25 400 21 381.0 1.52
12 10 000 125 80 10 800.0 0.64
13 10 000 500 20 6 13333 027
14 10 000 1000 10 5 1600.0 0.16
15 20 000 2000 10 5 2000.0 0.10

“aAPFWEUREEE () AR o R B/ P 4 B

“a-in-package sampling ratio (f;): sample volume in package/the amount of the package

%3 ChP 5EP. BP. USP KRB EXTLL
Table 3 Comparison of total sampling volume in ChP with EP, BP and USP

N e e EP. BP USP Chp
i R Sk AR R R e B TP B e ke IRFEELIFE SRR kg
1 100 5 20 6 0.5 12 9.00 5 0.5
2 500 25 20 6 1.0 12 9.00 5 1.0
3 1000 125 8 4 1.8 8 6.00 5 2.5
4 2000 25 80 10 3.0 18 13.50 5 1.0
5 2000 125 16 5 3.0 11 8.25 5 2.5
6 2000 500 4 3 3.0 4 3.00 4 2.0
7 5000 25 200 16 5.0 30 22.50 10 2.0
8 5000 125 40 8 5.0 14 10.50 5 2.5
9 5000 500 10 5 5.0 10 7.50 5 2.5
10 10 000 25 400 21 8.0 50 37.50 20 4.0
11 10 000 125 80 10 8.0 18 13.50 5 2.5
12 10 000 500 20 6 8.0 12 9.00 5 2.5
13 10 000 1000 10 4 8.0 10 7.50 5 2.5
14 10 000 2000 5 3 8.0 5 3.75 5 2.5
15 10 000 5000 2 2 8.0 2 1.50 2 1.0

bR A IR LR RS A SRR/ T 10kg, FEMEAFIR 100 g B REEN 10~100kg, FEMEFI 200 g; B A SRR T 100
kg, BAMEMFEL 500 g
“b-The sample volume in the package is calculated as follows: when the amount of the package is less than 10 kg, take 100 g for each package; when the

amount of the package is 10—100 kg, take 200 g for each package; when the amount of the package is more than 100 kg, take 500 g for each package
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